To: Torres, Tomas[Torres. Tomas@epa.govj}

Cc: Albright, David[Albright.David@epa.gov}

From: Montgomery, Michael

Sent: Wed 3/23/2016 8:36:03 PM

Subject: FW: NRDC Petitions EPA to Stop Letting Industry Dump Chemicals, Waste in Potential
Drinking Water Sources

Just FYT, this 1s for HQ to deal with but LA is mentioned as David points out.

From: Albright, David

Sent: Wednesday, March 23, 2016 10:30 AM

To: Amato, Paul <Amato.Paul@epa.gov>; Montgomery, Michael
<Montgomery.Michael@epa.gov>; Keener, Bill <Keener.Bill@epa.gov>; Zito, Kelly
<ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV>

Cc: Dermer, Michele <Dermer.Michele@epa.gov>; Engelman, Alexa
<ENGELMAN.ALEXA@EPA.GOV>

Subject: FW: NRDC Petitions EPA to Stop Letting Industry Dump Chemicals, Waste in
Potential Drinking Water Sources

NRDC press release calls out LA County.

From: Graves, Brian

Sent: Wednesday, March 23, 2016 10:26 AM

To: Bates, William <bates.william@epa.gov>; Bayer, MaryRose <Bayer.MaryRose@epa.gov>;
Belaval, Marcel <Belaval Marcel@epa.gov>; Bennett, James <bennett james@epa.gov>;
Cheung, Wendy <Cheung Wendy@epa.gov>; Coffman, Joel <Coffman.Joel@epa.gov>; Cole,
Larry <Cole.Larry@epa.gov>; Cutler, Thor <Cutler. Thor@epa.gov>; Dean, Jill

<Dean Jill@epa.gov>; Dermer, Michele <Dermer. Michele@epa.gov>; Elkins, Timothy
<elkins.timothy(@epa.gov>; Frazier, Mike <Frazier. Mike@epa.gov>; Garrett, David

<Garrett. David@epa.gov>; Graves, Brian <Graves.Brian@epa.gov>; Hildebrandt, Kurt
<Hildebrandt Kurt@epa.gov>; Johnson, Ken-E <Johnson Ken-E@epa.gov>; Jollie, Jeff
<Jollie Jefflwepa.gov>; Kim, Lisa <Kim.Lisa@epa.gov>; Kobelski, Bruce
<Kobelski.Bruce@epa.gov>; Meadows, JasonB <Meadows.JasonB@epa.gov>; Meissner,
Benjamin <Meissner. Benjamin@epa.gov>; Micham, Ross <micham.ross@epa.gov>;
Rectenwald, David <Rectenwald. Dave@epa.gov>; Robin, George <Robin.George@epa.gov>;
Rodriguez, Luis <Rodriguez. Luis@epa.gov>; Rumrill, Nancy <Rumrill. Nancy@epa.gov>;
Smith, Robert-Eu <Smith.Robert-Eu@epa.gov>; Springborg, Denise

<Springborg. Denise@epa.gov>; Tinsley, Chuck <Tinsley.Chuck@epa.gov>; Bierschenk,
Arnold <bierschenk.arnold@epa.gov>; Dellinger, Philip <dellinger.philip@epa.gov>; Dorsey,
Nancy <Dorsey.Nancy(@epa.gov>; Frazier, Mike <Frazier.Mike@epa.gov>; Graves, Brian
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<Graves.Brian@epa.gov>; Harvill, Jana <Harvill Jana@epa.gov>; Hurlbut, Bill

<Hurlbut. William@epa.gov>; Johnson, Ken-E <Johnson Ken-E@epa.gov>; Martinez, Omar
<Martinez.Omar@epa.gov>; Moreno, Miguel <Moreno.Miguel@epa.gov>; Overbay, Michael
<gverbay.michael@epa.gov>; Pham, Lisa <Pham.Lisa@epa.gov>; Ray, Lauren
<Ray.Lauren@epa.gov>; Tingey, Christopher <tingey.christopher@epa.gov>; Torres, Jose
<Torres.Jose(@epa.gov>; Lane, Willie <Lane. Willie@epa.gov>; Brown, Jamesr
<brown.jamesr@epa.gov>; Dellinger, Philip <dellinger.philip@epa.gov>; Albright, David
<Albright David@epa.gov>; Bergman, Ronald <Bergman.Ronald@epa.gov>; Honker, William
<honker.william(@epa.gov>; Garcia, David <Garcia.David@epa.gov>

Cc: Hubbard, Joseph <Hubbard.Joseph@epa.gov>; Gillespie, David

<Gillespie. David@epa.gov>

Subject: NRDC Petitions EPA to Stop Letting Industry Dump Chemicals, Waste in Potential
Drinking Water Sources

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Press contact: Kate Kiely, 212-727-4592 or kkiely@nrdc.org

NRDC Petitions EPA to Stop Letting Industry Dump Chemicals, Waste
in Potential Drinking Water Sources

Special Treatment for Oil, Gas & Nuclear Industries is Destroying
Underground Water Reserves in Areas Facing Drought, Shortages

WASHINGTON (March 23, 2016) — The Environmental Protection Agency should stop
allowing the oil, gas and nuclear industries to intentionally contaminate underground
water sources with hazardous chemicals and waste, according to a petition filed today
by the Natural Resources Defense Council. The dumping allowed under current EPA
policy has already destroyed thousands of potential drinking water supplies nationwide,
primarily in areas experiencing moderate or severe water stress.

“The recent tragedy in Flint is a stark reminder that safe drinking water is too precious to
take for granted—yet EPA is giving dirty energy companies its blessing to destroy
potential future sources around the country,” said Amy Mall, NRDC senior policy
analyst. “Industry interests should not come before safe drinking water. In the face of
increasing shortages and growing demand for clean water, we can’t afford to continue
trashing reserves we may well need in the years to come, even if they are not being
tapped today.”

For more than three decades, a little-known program administered by EPA has given

dirty energy industries exemptions from the federal Safe Drinking Water Act, allowing
them to use large swaths of the nation’s groundwater sources—called aquifers—as
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dumping grounds for dangerous waste, mineral mining and fossil fuel extraction. Once
these aquifers are contaminated, they may never be useable as sources of drinking
water.

The formal petition filed today by NRDC—together with Clean Water Action, the Powder
River Basin Resource Council, and the New Mexico Environmental Law Center—urges
the agency to repeal or amend the aquifer exemption program, arguing it is outdated
and illegal. The petition provides information showing the exemptions have allowed for
the contamination of numerous aquifers that might have otherwise served as drinking
water sources, and perhaps even some that are currently being used as such.

To make matters worse, the majority of aquifer exemptions already granted by the EPA
are in areas experiencing moderate or severe water stress—such as California,
Colorado, New Mexico, Texas, Utah and Wyoming.

“In Wyoming, groundwater is one of the most precious resources we have,” said Powder
River Basin Resource Council Board Member Christy Gerrits of Gillette, Wyoming.
“‘Recently, EPA exempted a portion of the important Fort Union aquifer—an aquifer that
my city of Gillette relies on for 15 percent of its water—from drinking water standards
because Linc Energy wanted to pollute that aquifer for a speculative coal gasification
project. Energy projects are short-term, but water is a resource we will need forever.
EPA’s rules need to be improved to make sure we don’t sacrifice long-term water needs
for short-term gains.”

Written in the early 1980s, the exemptions are based on EPA's reasoning that certain
drinking water sources were too salty to be used as drinking water or were not likely to
ever be needed. Today, however, the demand for clean water has dramatically
increased, while supply is threatened due to climate change, drought, growing
population, pollution, and inadequate regulations.

This disparity between supply and demand is driving communities around the country to
transport water across long distances, drill deeper and deeper wells, and treat lower
quality water. Modern technologies make it easier and cheaper to make salty water
drinkable. Therefore, many groundwater supplies that were once thought unusable or
unnecessary are now viable and vital.

“New Mexico's desert climate makes water precious for everyone,” said Eric Jantz, Staff
Attorney, New Mexico Environmental Law Center. “Rural low-income, minority and
indigenous communities, though, rely almost exclusively on groundwater for drinking
water, and are hit particularly hard by groundwater pollution from industries like oil and
gas development and uranium mining.”

Almost half of the U.S. population depends on groundwater for drinking water, including
nearly everyone in rural areas.

“In light of elevated concern about drinking water, the public has a right to expect that
sacrificing any potential drinking water source would be subject to the highest level of
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scrutiny,” said John Noél, National Oil & Gas Campaigns Coordinator, Clean Water
Action. “Yet the aquifer exemption program has prioritized fossil fuel production. EPA
needs to put drinking water first.”

FLASHPOINT: LOS ANGELES COUNTY

Perhaps nowhere is the threat of these exemptions more evident than Los Angeles
County, which withdraws more groundwater for domestic drinking water supplies than
any other county in the state. More than a third of the water systems serving Los
Angeles County depend on groundwater. For example, in Long Beach it accounts for
roughly 60 percent of the city’s drinking water supply.

The long-term viability of the supplies for California is threatened by a number of factors,
including a five-year drought, increasing population growth and runoff poliution. These
problems are expected to grow in California as climate change will likely make future
droughts both more intense and more frequent, and the state is expected to gain
millions of new residents in each of the next two decades.

Yet EPA has already given the oil industry Safe Drinking Water Act exemptions in 126
Los Angeles County aquifers that industry is now using to produce oil and dump waste.
For perspective, that means the estimated volume of groundwater that has lost
protections of the Safe Drinking Water Act is roughly 1.7 trillion gallons—or nearly 10
years of Los Angeles City water consumption.

“Local groundwater reserves might have been precious resources for Los Angeles
County if EPA had not forever sacrificed them to industry,” said Steve Fleischli, Director
of NRDC’s Water Program. “Now, the county has fewer places to turn as its water
challenges increase. California—and the nation—cannot afford to continue taking these
potential sources of drinking water for granted.”

FOR MORE INFORMATION

« Final petition: htip://docs.nrdc.org/water/files/wat _16032201a.pdf
« Fact Sheet: htip://docs.nrdc.org/water/files/wat _16032203a.pdf
« Map: http://docs.nrdc.org/water/files/wat _16032101a.pdf
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